
       NICE NEWS
“Building Your Professional 

Learning Network (aka PLN)”
Tuesday, October 25, 2011

4:30 to 7:00 p.m.

Edgewood Middle School, 
929 Edgewood Rd, Highland Park, IL
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Join your fellow educators on Tuesday, October 25 for  
“Building Your Professional Learning Network” and 

learn what a PLN can do for you! We will hear from a panel of 
educators who will share how their PLN has helped them learn 
and keep up to date in the fast-changing world of educational 
technology. 

! Jim Gubbins, Dist. 207 Technology Coordinator
! Margaret Johnson, ICE Executive Director
! Nadine Norris,  ICE President and Palatine District 15 
! ! ! Instructional  Technology Coordinator
! Scott Meech, Dist. 58 Director of Technology 

Come enjoy good conversation-- and a FREE dinner too. Bring 
your friends...the more the merrier!

! We will meet at 4:30 p.m. in the school library at 
Edgewood Middle School in Highland Park. Directions can 
be found on page 4 of this newsletter .

! So that we may get an accurate count for food ordering, 
please take a moment to RSVP if you plan to attend.  Visit: 
http://tinyurl.com/nicemeeting.
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From the President
 Greetings NICE members (and 
people who benefit from NICE 
members forwarding our impor-
tant information, keep that up!)

Our September NICE 
meeting, the annual Share-a-
Rama, was a huge success. 
Teachers stepped up to the 
podium and joyfully shared what 
they were most excited about 
using in their classrooms. The 
audience of over 40 people was 
well-fed and actively engaged 
throughout the evening (see 
page 3 of this newsletter for a 
summary of resources shared).

Our next meeting is Tues., 
Oct. 25th at Edgewood Middle 
School in Highland Park (929 
Edgewood Road). The topic for 
October is "Building your 
Professional Learning Network." 
While the focus of the October 
meeting will be your online 
professional learning network, 
it's important to note that NICE 
can be one of your in-person 
Professional Learning Networks.

NICE meetings are always very 
informal, attendees have time to 
visit, share and learn. Don't miss 
this great opportunity to learn 
from your colleagues. A profes-
sional learning network, whether 
on-line or in-person is critical 
for educators today.

(continued on Page 2)

A Chapter of
Illinois Computing
Educators

http://tinyurl.com/nicemeeting
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Be a presenter @ our 

NICE Mini-Conference:

It’s Teachers teaching 
Teachers!  

We are now accepting proposals to 
present at the NICE Mini-Conference 
in January 2012.

Do YOU (or someone you know):

• have an innovative/engaging technology-integrated unit or project?

• use STEM (science, technology, engineering, math) real-world 
projects in your room?

• have an idea for a session that shows best practices, innovation, 
student engagement using technology for teaching and learning?

If so....PLEASE SHARE with other teachers!

"""WHERE? Adlai E. Stevenson High School, Lincolnshire, IL
"""WHEN? Saturday, January 28, 2012, from 8:30 am-1:30 pm
"""HOW MUCH$ Registration = $5 (the BEST deal in town!)
"""WHAT ELSE? Hear from our 2011 mini-grant recipients.

 The NICE Mini-Conference consists of 15-18 concurrent 
sessions. Sessions are 45 minutes long. online today at 
http://goo.gl/gjZLu — deadline is Friday, Nov. 4, 2011.

Can YOU help? 

The NICE Mini-Conference is a huge undertaking for our 
organization. We need volunteers to help with planning, setup 
and raffle donations. If you can spare a bit of time, or have 
questions about how you can help, please contact our Mini-
Conference chair: Helen Lazzaro lazz04@gmail.com
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Saturday, 
Jan. 28, 2012

OPEN
to ALL!

From the President
(continued from Page 1)

Our tech world changes by 
the minute. "It's important to 
share with colleagues, not just 
what is "new" or "shiny," but 
share what's working in your 
world. There is a difference. Let 
NICE help you navigate through 
the shiny to find what works for 
you and your students today.

Come to the October 25th 
NICE meeting. Be sure to 
introduce yourself to someone 
you don't know. "Let's build a 
community together. "See you 
soon!

If you have ideas, suggestions, 
comments, or if you would like 
to help our NICE Board with 
any of the meetings or events, 
please contact me.

mmiller@nssd112.org (email) 
@mmiller112 (Twitter) http://
www.facebook.com/
maureen.c.miller (Facebook) 
mkc918@gmail.com (Facetime)

~Maureen Chertow Miller

"Collaboration isn't about 
holding hands, it's about 
going places fast." 

- Chris Lehman, Principal, 
Science Leadership Academy
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Share-a-Rama Share Out
This year's NICE meetings are off to a wonderful start! 

We had over 40 people at our annual Share-a-Rama! A 
huge thank you to all who attended, especially those who 
shared wonderful new technology integration tools, 
websites, strategies and cool apps! From assistive iPad 
cases, to simple eBook publication online and tools to 
manage your ever-growing PLN, the Share-a-Rama is 
always filled with a plethora of great ideas.

A few of those who shared resources included...

• Tricia Lazzaro of Hinsdale High School who shared 
ePub Bud, an online eBook tool which now includes 
group management for teachers."

• Beth Heile of North Shore School District 112 who 
shared how Google Forms have increased data 
collection in her STEP classroom. Beth also shared how 
Facetime and VTok have allowed for unobtrusive parent 
visits and classroom observations of students. " """

• Cynthia Karabush of Grayslake North High School who 
shared a wealth of QR Code ideas.

• And, Jill Maraldo of Deerfield 109 who shared how 
Google+ (now open to anyone) has been a valuable 
tool for building her PLN.

You can view the entire list of resources shared by 
visiting the NICE website: http://iceberg.org/nice/
resources and our blog (http://ice.typepad.com/nice/) 
contains a link to the uStream recorded presentation.
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SUBMIT a proposal to 
present @ the 

ICE Conference 2012:
Innovate - Collaborate - Educate

Pheasant Run Resort and 
Conference Center

St. Charles, IL
Feb. 28 – Mar. 2, 2012

The deadline for submitting workshop 
and breakout session proposals has 
passed, however, please consider 
submitting a proposal for a Poster 
Session.  The deadline is November 
1, 2011. Visit the the ICE website for 
more information about the 2012 
conference: 

http://iceberg.org/ice_conference

SIT CONFERENCE 2012 wants YOUR students 
(and you) on FEBRUARY 18, 2012!

The Students Involved with Technology (SIT) Conference is an annual 
conference that originated in Bloomington-Normal and has since 
expanded. It will be concurrently held at several sites across Illinois 
including Stevenson High School in Lincolnshire, and Thomas Jefferson Jr. 
High in Woodridge.

The SIT Conference is exclusively for 3rd-12th grade students. So 
what makes the SIT Conference stand out? It is also completely 
presented by 3rd-12th grade students! If you’d like to be a part of the SIT 
Conference as an adult volunteer, or bringing your students, visit the 
website for contact information: http://www.sitconference.org/

https://plus.google.com/up/start/?continue=https://plus.google.com/&type=st&gpcaz=7ec02edf
http://edu.epubbud.com/
http://edu.epubbud.com/
http://www.vtokapp.com/
http://www.vtokapp.com/
https://plus.google.com/up/start/?continue=https://plus.google.com/&type=st&gpcaz=7ec02edf


Edgewood Middle School
929 Edgewood Rd, Highland Park.
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Directions to Edgewood 
Middle School
Edgewood Middle School is located at 929 
Edgewood Rd, Highland Park.

From the North: 
Hwy. 41 to Park Ave,. East to Green Bay 
Road, South to Edgewood Road (between 
Clavey and Central). West on Edgewood Road 
to the end of the street.

From the South
I-94 W / Hwy 41N (Edens Exp). to Clavey 
Rd., East to Green Bay Road, North to 
Edgewood Road. West to school.

The school is on the north side of the street. 
Parking is available on both the east and west sides 
of the building, with many more spots to the west. 
Come in the front door of the school, and the 
library is down the hall to the left. 

Please visit our blog for updated 
NICE information: 
http://ice.typepad.com/nice/

Northern Illinois Computing Educators

c/o Laura Montgomery

Deer Path Middle School

95 W. Deerpath Road

Lake Forest, IL 60045

NICE Executive Board
2011-2012

.........................President !  Maureen Miller
............Past President !  Charlene Chausis
.....................President-Elect !  Briana Allen

...........................Secretary !  Helen Lazzaro
............................Treasurer !  Jason Meltzer

.........................Webmaster !  Terry Slocum
................Newsletter!  Laura Montgomery

!  Charlene Chausis
.............Mini-Conference !  Helen Lazzaro!

......................................!  Stephanie Cardella

Attend a 2011-2012 
NICE Meeting:

Oct. 25: 
“What Can a PLN Do?”

Edgewood Middle School
929 Edgewood Road, Highland Park

Dec. 3: “Innovating with iPad 
Devices”

Saturday morning workshop at: 
TBA...Details posted soon. 

Jan. 28: 
NICE Mini-Conference

This winter’s NICE Mini-Conference 
will be hosted at Stevenson High 
School in Lincolnshire.

Feb. 28-Mar. 2: 
ICE Conference

Plan to attend this year’s Illinois 
Computing Educator’s conference 
held in St. Charles, IL at the Pheasant 
Run Resort.

Mar. 19: “Potpourri of 
Practical Programs”

Join us at Maine South High School 
in Park Ridge, IL

May. 3: “Share-A-Rama – the 
Sequel”

Location TBD.

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Edgewood+Middle+School+929+Edgewood+Road+Highland+Park&hl=en&client=firefox-a&z=16
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